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The Human Condition 

First published in 1958, the book asks timeless questions about what it means to live, work, 

and act together in the modern world. Arendt explores how advances in technology and 

human knowledge can expand our power while also making it harder to understand—or 

control—the consequences of our actions. Those questions remain just as urgent today. 

Edition Information: 

All editions that follow the pagination of the original University of Chicago edition. Only one 
of the new editions does not. 

 
Friday, September 4 
Prologue 
 
September 11 
No VRG 
 
September 18 
1. Vita Activa and the Human Condition 
2. The Term Vita Activa 
3. Eternity versus Immortality 



 
September 25 
No VRG 
 
October 2 
4. Man: A Social or a Political Animal  
5. The Polis and the Household 
6. The Rise of the Social 
 
October 9 
7. The Public Realm: The Common 
8. The Private Realm: Property 
9. The Social and the Private 
 
October 16 
No VRG – Fall Forum 
 
October 23  
10. The Location of Human Activities​
11. "The Labour of Our Body and the Work of Our Hands"​
12. The Thing-Character of the World 

October 30​
13. Labor and Life​
14. Labor and Fertility​
15. The Privacy of Property and Wealth 

November 6 
No VRG  
 
November 13​
16. The Instruments of Work and the Division of Labor 
17. A Consumers' Society 
 
November 20 
No VRG 
 
 



November 27 
No VRG – Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 4 
18. The Durability of the World 
19. Reification 
20. Instrumentality and Animal Laborans 
21. Instrumentality and Homo Faber 
 
December 11 
22. The Exchange Market 
23. The Permanence of the World and the Work of Art 
  

Winter Break: December 18–January 15 

 

If you have any questions, please email us at arendt@bard.edu. 
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